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the tide of circumstance. A cherished American tradition was
thus streamlined to an age of depression and incertitude.
Henry Wallace, brash oracle on many subjects, contributed
Statesmanship and Religion (1934), while many of Franklin
D. Roosevelt's public utterances rang the changes upon themes
of human dignity, neighborliness and democracy as practical
Christianity.* The president, an Episcopalian, stirred sec-
tarian rivalry upon a single notable occasion* The announce-
ment on December 24, 1939, of the precedent-shattering
appointment of Myron C. Taylor, steel magnate and Epis-
copal layman, as the president's personal envoy to the
Vatican under the crisis of war, provoked a storm in some
Protestant circles, f
In general, partisan rivalry appeared on the decline. In
1929 the Congregationalism combined with their friends of
the Christian Church. Ten years later the old ante-bellum
rift between Northern and Southern branches of the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church was healed by the union of these two
with the Methodist Protestant wing. In 1940 the Reformed
Church in the United States fused with the Evangelical
Synod of North America. Late in the thirties a merger of
the Episcopal with the Presbyterian Church was proposed,
but opposition from High Churchmen in the one camp and
rock-ribbed Calvinists in the other postponed accomplish-
ment.
Short of the ultimate gesture of union, cooperation
between faiths increased. In 1931 the National Catholic Wel-
fare Conference, Federal Council of Churches and General
Conference of Rabbis formed a Conference on the Permanent
* From the opening words of his first inaugural address concerning the "day
of consecration," to such later allusions as in the annual message to Congress
in 1939: "Religion, by teaching man his relationship to God, gives the indi-
vidual a sense of his own dignity and teaches him to respect himself by re*
specting his neighbors/* F. D. Roosevelt, Public Papers and Addresses (S. L
Rosenman, ed.. N. Y., 1938-1941), VIII, 1.
f Thirty denominations or conferences vainly rebuked this alleged overture
to Rome or asked Taylor's recall. American Year Book for 19401 663.

